724 Fifth Ave., at 57th St., New York, N. Y. 10019 Tel: (212} 824-2000

12/6/75

Ms.Marilyn Wilhelnm
The Wilhelm 3Schocol

3611 Cummins Lane

Houston

Texas 77027

Dear Ms., Wilhelm:

I feel that you , the other teachers,the children and
parents , and everyone else cormnected with the Wilhelm School,
will be pleased to know that : HAIXU POETRY is still om the
Best-Seller list at Doudleday, 724 5th. Avenue,

It is quite an achievemenﬁ for a book composed of poetry
Written and illustrated by children from 4 to 8 years old, to
be on a Best<Sellsr iist Selected from thousands of titles,

It is refreshing to me Personally, to see ths spontaneous
and beautiful thoughts of children Tecelving such a warm
Wwelcome in a supposedly'hard and critically-minded city like
New York. I am a little proud of the fact that I was the first
to recognise the merit aof this book in Ne# York.

People frcom all over the world come into our store and
your book has been taken'by fqreisn vislitors to such countries
as Japan , Chlna , Australla , New Zealand and Italy. People

from Europe have purchased it and also visizors from all over

the United States, and Canada.
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Dr.Hashim Amir =All of India, came in and purchased the book
a I'eWw Weeks ago, He 1s the-author of a ‘new scholarly book on the
Qurlan and for many years worked in India with the Nobel prize-=-wirmir
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poet, Rablnath Tagore. He said that he wanted to read HAIXU POIZTRY
himself and then give 1t to a little six«zear old beoy in Shalinmar,
who writes poetry.

I often ask.myself Why your book should be so successful,
Perhaps 1t 13 because the whole philosophy of your school 1is so
broad and healthy. This philosophy is explalined by Irving Stone in
his Introduction to Hailku Poetry. When peonle fead that a noted
wrliter Like Irving Stone has been greatly impressed by the manner in
which your school 1s conducted, they too, are impressed. When Irving
Stone Tinds that ?Haiku Poetry for Childregbls deligntful, this 1is
the oplnion of an established and much admired writer - it is bound
to lmpress readers,

" Your own explanation about Halku Poetry end what 1t means
is wrltten wilith a style rarely seen in péper«back books to=day = in
fact, the whole format of the book is created with style, and what 1S
more, 1t 1is a beautiful creation of good taste.

I feel that you are perfectly right in saying that children
are the Golden Age, IEmerson agrees with your idea when he writes:
"Infancy i1s the pe:petual Messlah pleading with fallen mankind to
return to Paradiss.'

I think your book 1s so successful because it seems to me th

your philosophy says that education 1s Life, not the preparation for

Life,



I have AIWays admired a statement made by Napoleon. He saild:

nI pity that man who cannot feel the electriclty in Nature.®

© By your enthusiasm for all that is godd a;d beautifui, and by
your ability to convey thls enthuslasm to the children in your care,
vou are helping them to feel thils electricity in nature. As they
grow older , thelr powers éf expression will develop and become
stronger , but even now, HAIKU POETRY for CEILDREN shows that , in
the minds of your students,thls creatlve electricity is active.

One last thought : It has been sald,whether rightly or wrongly
I dontt know, that : "lf you can make it in New York, you can make
itmanywhere in the world." The children of the Wilhelm School have
certainly "mede it" in New York with their little bookx.

For some months now it has been in our window facing directly
on to Fifth Avenue, and it still continues to sell well.

I sincerely hope that you, the teachers and chlildren at your
school will receive the credlt due to you all for producing such a
brave and delightful work of art.

Please fill our recent order as quickly as you can. Qur stock
is running low.

I remaln,
Sincerely,
Kenneth de Courcy Low.

L4



